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October 6, 1905 



Cholera, plague, and smallpox in the Punjab. 

[Inclosure.] 

The report on the sanitary administration of the Punjab shows that 
cholera did not prevail in any severe epidemic form in the province 
during the year, the total mortality amounting to only 716 — that is, 
0.04 per mifle of population. There are about 33,000 towns and vil- 
lages in the province, and of these there were only 107 in which deaths 
from cholera were reported. In 10 whole districts not a single death 
was registered, in 12 others the total of deaths did not exceed 70, and 
in the remaining 6 districts the affected area was extremely limited. 
The report, however, throws no light on the causes of this distribution. 
Smallpox, unlike cholera, appears to have kept its ground instead of 
retreating. The deaths attributed to that epidemic during the 3 T ear 
under review numbered 9,624, which shows a rate of 0.48 per mille- - 
that is, a little over the mean ratio of the previous five years, though 
0.3 lower than that of 1903. The highest mortality, as is very often 
the case, was registered in the month of May and the lowest in October. 
In a few districts, however, the epidemic declined after reaching its 
maximum in the month of January, notably in the case of Attock. 
As regards seasonal prevalence, plague and smallpox follow a similar 
course. Plague, like smallpox, breaks out on the approach of the cold 
season, increases steadily in the winter, attains its maximum intensity 
by about the same time as or some weeks earlier than smallpox, and 
declines with the commencement of the hot weather. In plague the 
decadence is rapid, while in the case of smallpox it is gradual, but on 
the whole the two epidemics exhibit a curious inclination to march 
hand in hand. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels— Rejections of emigrants 
recommended — Infectious diseases. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Buonocore reports, September 18, as 
follows: 

During the week ended September 16, 1905, the following ships were 
inspected at Naples and Palermo: 

NAPLES. 



Date. 


Name of ship. 


1 Steerage 
Destination. fes™ 
and passed. 


Pieces of 
large bag- 
gage in- 
spected 

and passed. 


Pieces of 
baggage 
disin- 
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Sept. 11 
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280 
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PALERMO. 



Sept. 15 



Liguria i New York. 



478 



609 
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Rejections recommended. 

NAPLES. 



Date. 


Name of ship. 


Tra- 
choma. 


Favus. 


Suspected 
trachoma. 


Suspected ! Other 
favus. j causes. 


Total. 


Sept. 11 








i 




14 

16 


Madonna 

Total 


42 
17 


2 
2 


20 1 i i 

16 [ 3 j 6 


66 
44 




59 
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36 4 7 


110 


PALERMO. 


Sept. 15 




30 




19 




3 


52 











Infectious diseases. 

Week ended September 14, 1905 : 

Smallpox. — There were reported 4 cases at Catania; 1 case atTroina 
(Catania); 4 cases at S. Agata. Bolognese (Bologna). 

Measles and scarlatina. — Very few cases. 

Enteric fever. — There were reported 58 cases at Milan and 27 cases 
at Rome. The malady is still widely spread in all provinces. 

Anthrax. — Several cases were reported in the Province of Rome. 

Cerebrospinal meningitis. — No further cases were reported. 

The number of cases of infectious diseases in Italy for the month of 
June, 1905, was as follows: Measles, 14,383; scarlatina, 883; smallpox, 
435; enteric fever, 1,912; typhus fever, 5; diphtheria, 1,062; puerpe- 
ral fever, 178; pulmonary tuberculosis, 579; malarial diseases, 16,487; 
pellagra, 371; hydrophobia, 7, and anthrax, 129. 

JAPAN. 

Report from Yokohama — Inspection of vessels — Communicable dis- 
eases — Cholera in Yokohama— Plague in Kobe — Plague-infected 
rats — Emigrants recommended for rejection. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Moore reports, Septe'mber 2 and 8, as 
follows: 

During the week ended August 26, 7 steamships were inspected 
prior to the issuance of bills of health; 93 steerage passengers were 
bathed and their body clothing was disinfected, and 242 would-be 
steerage passengers for the United States were examined with special 
reference to their freedom from any loathsome or dangerous con- 
tagious disease contemplated by the immigration laws of the United 
States. 

Reports of infectious diseases in Yokohama have been received at 
the consulate-general as follows: For the week ended July 30: Enteric 
fever, 1 case, no deaths; diphtheria, 3 cases, no deaths; dysenterjr, 6 
cases, 1 death. For the week ended August 6: Enteric fever, 4 cases, 
no deaths; diphtheria, 4 cases, 2 deaths; dysentery, 9 cases, 2 deaths. 
For the week ended August 13: Enteric fever, 2 cases, no deaths; 
dysentery, 9 cases, no deaths. For the week ended August 20: Cholera, 
1 case, 1 death; enteric fever, 1 case, no deaths; diphtheria, 1 case, I 



